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Cody’s undergraduate work focused equally on American and European history, primarily in the 

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries. Cody continued to look at American and European 

History for his graduate work at the University of Utah, although his primary research and 

interests focused on Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, and the Second World War in Europe. As 

an undergraduate and again as a graduate student in 2005 and 2009 respectively, Cody 

studied at the Freie Universität in Berlin, Germany. While in Berlin he studied the European Union, 

the Cold War, and Nazi Germany.

Cody’s Master’s thesis is titled “Hitler & Stalin: Military Command Relationships and the Course of 

World War II on the Eastern Front.” The thesis examined the relationships between the dictators 

and their generals, the armies as political institutions, and how events on the battlefield 

effected these processes. Dr. Ronald Smelser and Dr. Edward J. Davies II served on Cody’s 

Master’s committee. Cody also taught as an adjunct professor of history at Salt Lake 

Community College for six years, and was nominated for a Teaching Excellence Award in 2011 

and again in 2013. Cody’s research focusses on the US Army and generalship in the Second 

World War. Specifically, he is examining the circumstances surrounding American military 

disasters in the war, and the decisions to relieve or not to relieve the responsible generals. This 
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